I’M NOT SURE I’M COMFORTABLE WITH ELECTRONIC FILING OF MY TAX RETURN.  DO I HAVE TO DO IT?


We make a practice in this office of electronically filing all tax returns.  We have several very good reasons why:

1. Your return is transmitted directly to the IRS, so I know that everything in the IRS computer I put there, not some keypunch operator who may or may not get it right!  I also don’t have to worry about it getting lost in the mail or the IRS mail room.

2. I get a hard copy confirmation from the IRS within 24 hours that verifies receipt, tells me if there is anything structurally wrong with your return, and if there is any reason you might not be getting your refund!

3. I can file your return this way and you will have your refund in your bank account in 7-14 days!

4. If you owe money on your return, I can file this way as early as January and you will not have to make the payment until April 15th!

For those of you concerned about whether it is safe.  The answer is certainly yes.  The IRS had gone to great lengths to secure the system against intrusion.

For those of you concerned about giving the IRS your account number for the purposes of direct deposit of your refund……please note that they already have all of this information on reporting in your name and social security number from the bank anyway!  Requesting direct deposit only gives them permission to deposit the funds in your account.  They cannot use the permission for anything else.  The same goes for those who request direct debit to pay their taxes.  You can file your return in February and request the balance due be debited from your checking account on April 15th.  They cannot take any more than you owe, and cannot use the permission to access anything else.

In the end, you certainly have the right to ask us not to electronically file your return, and as long as we know this in advance we will honor your wishes.  

