DO I NEED A TAX PREPARER?


In these days of computer tax programs and on-line assistance, is there really any need for a professional preparer?  The answer is YES!  On-line services and computer programs are the modern version of the blank form you used to fill out on paper.  They will make sure things are on the right line (as long as you enter them correctly), and make sure your addition is correct, but they WILL NOT be able to ask you the questions that assure you are getting all of the deductions and credits to which you are entitled.  They will also not prevent you from taking deductions or making entries that are not correct and would flag IRS computers for audit inquiries.  

The Wehner Financial tax staff is required to take a minimum number of update hours in specific tax subjects each year to maintain licensing.  This means we all keep up with the very latest information regarding changes in the tax laws and how they might affect you.  We also encourage personal interviews to give you the best benefit of answering questions you might not know to answer otherwise, like “Did you put any miles on your car this year doing volunteer work?  Maybe sang in the church choir, taught Sunday School, did visitations, coached little league, served as a room mother?”  The IRS couldn’t care less about your time, but cares a lot about your car.  Volunteer mileage increases your charitable contributions by .14 per mile!!  We’ve got dozens of questions like this!

The other advantage of a professional preparer is their signature on your return.  We stand behind our work with our professional guaranty (see our confidentiality and guaranty statement)  We handle all IRS contacts, but less than 1% of our returns receive IRS letter inquiry, and we’ve had only 4 office audits in 18 years.  Three of those audits have been in the past year under the new IRS Director, who is looking much more closely at auditable returns.  
